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THE HONOURABLE, 
Judge Atkins,one of the Juſtices 


of the Common=Plea s 5 48 alſo to the 
right Worſhipfull W Ilia Fackbouſe 
ot Swllowfield, Eſq. High Sheriife of 
the County of Berks ; together with 
the right Worſhiptull, the Gentry, 
both of and out of the Commiſſion 
for the Peace of the ſaid County 
and principally to thoſe, at whoſe 
requeſt this Serinon was made pub- 
lique. 


2 'y Lord, and Gentlemen, 


ic Sermon hating adveirtered it 
elf upon the hug. ardlous 4 yal of 
S8 God and the Bench, was ad- 

ea judged to the Prefs, whes its Au- 
1 was not by to plead on his own behalf;who 


F ſurely had he been " to the Judgement, 
j 4 A 2 (which 


1 ne Epiitie Dedcatory. 


(which was onely reported to hien by ſome few 


of the number ) would have intreated the 
Gentlemen not to aduenture the reputation 
of their diſc cretidns upon 4 piece too unmor- 
thy the notice of ſuch an Honourable Judica- 
ture. 


I confeſſe T loole upon the comming under 


the Stationers Preſſe, i theſe dayes, ava 


puniſhment to 4 Sermon, uo leſſe(inits kind) 
then that of the ſame denomination, 
which you in ſome oy inflict upon offend- 
or 5; ſeeing it is thereby expoſed to the weight 
of publique calumnies and reprouches , of 
which Jam ſure mine ſhall not want its ſuſſi- 
cient load. 5 

The onely remedy I have herein, 18 
once more to preſent its caſe before you ts 


Judges, (which I doe in this Dedication ) 


and to intreat yon that the Grand-In- 


ueſt you impanxell to enquire concernin 
q J q 8 


it, maybe ſowiſe as tounderſtand the evi= | 


dence of Truth that is init; and ſo honeſt, 


as not to returne an Ignoramus, for Billa 
vera. 


you that are ſaſficiently acquainted with the 
Yerburies,Chillendens, Ives s, and others 


of an inferiour Order, whom it mould be too 


much 


Swe, (My Lord, and Gentlemen) Y 


. ſo would 


ie Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

much honor to name, ſeedſ-men of the Devil, 
with whom this pore Town hath beene perpe- 
tually peſtered and poyſoned, will, I doubt 
not, ſee canſe for that tartneſſe of applica- 
tion tn the cloſe, for which! I have beem ſuſ+ 
ficiently perſecuted by the tongues of thoſe 

who found their backs too tender tobe rnb. 


| bed. 


Thoſe mens names, and ſome of the Er- 
rors and Hereſies they vented, I repreſented 


to your ”: 4 Grand-Jury,and hoped they al- 
ave ſeen cauſe either to have re- 


ported them to your Lordſhip,and the Bench, 
or at leaſt not to have miſ-reported me, (as 
ſome of them did) to others, as unable to 
juſtiſſe my charge. 

Ny Lord, and Gentlemen, 7 commit the 
Vindication of my name, and of this Truth 


firſt, to God, who (I am ſufficiently aſſured) 


will bring forth its righteouſneſs as the 
light; and (among men) to your wiſer, ancl 
more impartiall judgements, hoping that zou 
will (as farre as it concernes jou) impreſſe 
the ſubſtance of it upon your Con'cicnces, and 
walkings. And I pray that that F dition HAY . 

be corretior & emendatior, #ore per- 
fed then the Originall Copy it ſelf : that you 
may live Sermons 3 then Icuu Preac u 

3 er 


. 


Il he Eplſtle Dedicatory. 
or print them, And upon that account, I 

will preach and print as often as youpleaſe> 
upon other ftrms I care not how ſeldome. And 


ibis, becauſe I am 
Reading, 
May 24. I 654. 


(My Lord, and Gentlemen, ) 


Your moſt zealouſly affeRi- 
onate well-wither , and 


vant in the Goſpel, . 


S1MON FORD. 


| (upon that accountg) ſer- | 


| 
R 
o 
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Preached at the Aſviſer 


holden for the County of Berks 
at Reading, Feb. 28. 1553. Mr. 
William B:ickbeuſe of Smallorr- 
field, SHER 1FFE. 


, 1. ems, AM 


PSAL. 95. 4,5, 6,7- | 

T ſaid Cor rather, I will ſay) to the fools, deal not fonlifhily : 
and to the wicked, lift not up the horn, v. 4. | 

Lift nos up your horn on high : ſpeak not with aſliffeneck,, 
v. 5. 

For promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor fiom. the 
Weſt, nor from the South, v. 6. * 

But God is the Fudge : he putteth dewn one, an ſetteth up 
another, v. 7. 


is Palm is a good Magiſtrates Di- 
a rctory,becaule ic is the Copy of that 
- $8 . Kings heart, who was a man after 

Gods own heart. David, at the iim: 
of the writing hereof, is by moſt ſound Inter- 
preter; ſuppoled to have been in ihit Morning- 


A 4 Twilight 


| | "T1 b : Fs 2 Fan. | — 
Twiligbt of Royalty, à midling condition be- 


ſeribed, a Sam. 2, and 3 Chapters. Tſhobſbrtb 
the ſon and heir of San the late King, was yet 
ſtrugling for ten parts in twelve of the whole 
Kingdoms. IT was an hot diſpute of two years 
continuance. But at laſt, Davids houſe grows 
ſtronger and n Iſbboſbeths weaker and 


weaker, 4p. 3:,x. This day-ftar of apptoaching 
Royalty, b:ingihus 


got abo e the Horizon, and 
fore · telling the nearneſs of the Sun to dlſpel the 
miſts of his long doubts and fears, (it is ſuppo- 
ſed) fets Davids hafp and heart in tune; a1 d 
thereypon he takes occation toteſtifie his thanks 
fulneſs in this em iuer ix eiu, op triumphant 
thankful Ode. His thankfulnefs is partly Verbal, 
in the acknowledgement of Gods faithfulneſs, 
in ſo near an iſſue of an expected mercy, (for 
this he means by the nearneſs of Gods name, v. 1.) 
and of his Soveraign Power and Juſtice, in the 
way wherein he accompliſhed it, v. 7, 8, 9. And 
partly Rea, in the refolvedneſs of his heart, to 
repair the breaches and ruines of Sault diſſolute 
\ Government. The whole State, both Eceli ſiaſti- 
' Dilſelutus ea and Civil, was like 2 melted Ve ſſel, run into a 


Nu fuit. O iginal emphaſis of that phraſe, The earth and 
| all ib: inhabitants thereof are diſſolved, v. 3. And 
there was no hope that ever ir would be a Veſſel 
for honeur or uſe any more, except a ekilful 
Founder undertook to new. caft ir. Such an one 
was David, and that he might give aſſurance of 
his undertaking, he before-hand declares the 
mould or model unto which he will reduce 2 
1. He 


tween a King and no King, which you have de- 


uefa. lamp of conſuſion and gilorder, (for that is the | 


N | ONION- CITE! 5 

1. He will firſt cement the broken of 
the old frames, via. Religion, Law, and Juſtice, 
which are the pillars of all Government. | 
; 2- ped wa _ _ — from the info. 

ent petulancy o an umptuous 

ders, by a ſevere execution of the utmoſt ſeverity 
and rigour of divine and humane Laws 

| them. And both theſe he will do upon the con- 

fid:ration of his conſcientious there-. 

unto; and that upon this accon e all his 

power is confefſedly ſubordinate to God, hich 

is the ſum of my Text, and the following verſe. 

I #ill ſc( for ſo I read it with Porew and u 

ſeulus ) unto tbe fools, deal not ſo fedliſply, ede. 

For promotion cometh, & . 

In which words you have two general parts: 
1.Davidiv« ſaſution of reformation,I will ſay, &. 
2 Thereaſon of that reſolution. For promotion, ec 

In the firſt of theſe you may further obſerve, 

1. The ſubjeQs of it, Fools, (that is, bad men, | 
' but ſuch whoſe ins are onlyprejudicial to them p πνππ]ꝛn. Þ 
ſelves) & ＋*5 men, ſuch who by reaſon of long boaſting. 


remiflenefs of Civil Government, during the fools 
un quiet & turbulent _ of Raul, were grown — 0 | | 
to a great * of preſumption & violence, da- e 
ring all Laws both divine & human out of coun- ſools. 
tenance, which he expreſſeth by two phraſes, ſpea- 7? 
bing with a ſtiffe neck, and lifting up the horn, 
— _ from unbroken Co _ — 
Pulk,who are altogerher impatient of the e, | 
or the yoke. Sons of Belisl indeed, if the received 797} 
Frymology of that word hold water. Theſe are 1 9 
tte perſons that Devid intends to deal withal inn 
this reſolved reformation. * 2 
2. The 


F Mu ſculus· 


8928 * 1 * 
* * : 


2. The nature of ie, and that is by way of re- 
ſtraint upon their unruly [afte:for this g im 
plies deing, De mri vindidie & ceercione imtelli- 


gendum eſt, one (ayes ; Cobibebo ( ſayes another)pe- 


tulantes regni & ecchſie perturbatores, zealous and 
reſolute Autberity uſeth not to ſpeck vain words, This 
ſaying is like that Fſal. 2.5. where God is ſaĩd to 
ſpeak to ſuch another generation of wild Beaſis, 
but how 2 ſo, as to vex thens in bis ſore diſpleeſure. 
So here, I will ſay to the fools, &. Is ad much, as 1 
will by wholelome Laws,and a zealous enecuti · 
on of them, elther amend their perſons, or (at 
leaſt )reftrain their Jufts. If they will deal fooliſhly, 
they ſhall-not dee! ſo fooliſhly, and if chey will 
wear beru-: (till, yet they not life the born on 
bigb. 

— pars may; look wo 
wayes: 

1. Either as a reaſen prevailing with David 
thus to put forth hispower to curb the inſolen- 
cles of wicked men. For promotion (3.c. my pro- 
motion, by which I am advanced to the ſucceſſion 
of Saul. Throne) cometsb, & c · | 

2. Or as a leſſn which he would by juſt ſe- 
verity teach them, who had ſinned themſelves 
into a near affinity to Atheiſm, by ſo long and 
uncontrolled a liberty of luſt, and inſolencies. 
Tuſt ſeverity in Deputy gods may teach men ſr mucb 
Religion, as, thet there is a God that Judgeth the 
earth, But I rather look upon it as a motive to 


Dovid himſelf. And then the Argument runs 


thus: I was awhile fince a poor Shepherds bo 
and I am now adyanced whe, — ke. 


of an abſolute Royalty. Therefore ic concerns 
me 


0 7 * * £9 7 —— 


me gratetully to acknowledge, and zealouſly to 
act Por him that advanced me, and (ſeeing pro- 
motion comes not from tbe Exif, &tc. But God is 
tbe Fudge, &c.) I will anſwer his ends in my 
advancement. 

This patt hath two branches: 

1. A negation of power in any creature to give, 
or take away honour and power. Theugh all 
aſſiſtance from all quarters of the world ſhould 
concenter their endeavours for one mans exalta- 
tion, they could not do it, if God will pull him 
down; and & cn, Though the whole poſſe of 
the Creation, were raifed to pull a man down, 
yet if God ſay nay, their endeavours ſhall be ſuc- 
ceſſeleſi . Devidhere takes his expreſſions from 
the To y of the land of Paleſtine, and ex- 
pn sf and Veſt diſtinktly, but includes 

orth and Sexth, both under the on of 
midbar, the Deſsrr, that Country being on both 
North and Souub ſides bounded with wafte lands 
of that denomination. Whence your Adargin 
reads it Deſars, and your Engliſh Meter, forſaken 
8 gp of that prwer and — 

2. An aſſertion power ative in 
God alone. He is Jud, i.e. abſolute, and indepen- 
dent, inſomuch char he is no way caxable,thoagh 
he puts in and puts out, lifcs up, and pulls down 
according to his own good pleaſure; And yet 
proceeds in a way of regular juſtice in this caſe 

of male-adminifſteation, As Judge 

Thus you ſee I have done this part of my taak, 
. e. taken to pieces this excellent watch, and 
ſhewed you the wb, and the ſprings Davidi re- 
formation, and the impulſive conſe of it. But the 


harder 


3, * 4 - 3 CFE 
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harder part of my bufinels is yet 
put ic together again, that you may take directi - 
on from its hand in the buſineis of ſo ſolemn a 
convention, as is that which hath broughc you 
hither this day. 
I know the ſpring · wheel ſhould firſt be taken in 
hand, as the foundation mult be laid before the 
building, in an exact order of nature. But the 
order I ſhall proceed by is Theological, and 
therefore I (hall firſt begin with the Balance, Da. 
vids reſolution of a juſt reformation, and then 
annex the reaſon at the laſt, to ſet it a going. 
And firft and foremoſt we will conlider, 
The ſubjets of this reformation. I ſaid unto 
the fools, and to the wiched. Such theu David 
found, even among the great-ones, when he 
came to the Kingdom; he tound beafts,and thoſe 
armed with power, horned beaſts: And ſuch 
there will be every where, let the Laws be but a 
while ſilenced, and the Magiſtrate, either ®ep, or 
_—— or both. 2 | 5 
Evil not ſuppreſſed, will be ſpreading Evili. The 
caſe of ſuch . quick] y be like 
the feld ef tbe ſluggard; deſcłibed Prov. 24. 31. al 
grown over with thorns, ond: yettlet will cover the 
face thereof, (for ill: weeds grow apace) and the 
wal of order and diſcipline will quite be brokew 
dp. There had need be diligent weeders to 
keep the field of a Common: wealth from being 
overſpread. They had need be good hedges, that 
muſt keep in ſuck unruly beats, as my Text 
| ſpeaks of. Qi non probibet pꝛceare, ehm poſſit, ju- 
bet, If there be none co forbid the fools to deal foo- 
lifh!y, there need be none to bid them do ſo Fire 
| | ; 


to come, vis. to 


| 


7 


| bids them, char, when he can, doth not forbid 
chem. Men (in a fpiritual ſenſe are all natural 
fools, folly is bound up in the beart of a ebild, Prov. 
at. and they need not be taugbe that trade; if 
they be but permitted to ſer wp for themſelves, he 
had need be a wiſer man then ordinary that ſhall 
keep them within any bounds of re ſon or con- 
ſcience z for, obſerve again, ; 
Wickedneſs tolerat. d will grow inſolens. Ie 
fools, if the rod of correction do not diſcip 
them, will know no difference, between ſimple 
folly and down: right madneſs. The Af; cok 
will turn his ears into berns, and grow born mad, 
and pufh againſt all thoſe that ſhall endeavour 
to bring him. under the yoke. Sin and Erroxr boſe 
nothing by i 4 net. If a logge be King, the frogs 
will quickly 0 | 0 nl... petulant, and in- 
ſale over its ſluggiſhneſſe. A Magiſtrate coxnchens 
will quickly make offenders rampant. We uſe to 
ſay, when an horſe runs _ with a young ri- 
der, be knows who is upon the back, of bim. The 
weakneſs or unskilfulneſs of the hand that ma- 
nageth him, is a provocation to him to attempt 
the caſting off 5 burthen. There isnothig 
which is more Mtolerable ben & ſervant when be 
reigns, if Solamm may be believed, Pr. v. 30. 22. 
When choſe baſe luſts of men that under reſtraint 
ſeemed very ſubmiſẽ, ate once levax liberty, they 
will rage the more intolerably ; and n out 
ofanger they have been brĩdledj· 
Two things there were in Saul. Government, 
and the interval of Devids, that expoſed the 
Land to theſe wild beaſts, and their Fw, 
which among the reſt ofthe cauſes are ( _ 


- 8 


be Fir. mu 


I. A perpetusl Militi a. Wars, Forain and Ci- 
vil, defenfive and offenſive. And thoſe (though 
never ſo neceſſary) like ill Phyſick, breed more ill 
humors, then they purge out. All Civil Autho- 
rity mult be ſilent, while the ratling of Arme 
drowus their voice; and the ſword of the Law 
muſt ſabmic to the Lew of the ſword, Thence the 
Souldiers in Platareb wondered that any one 
ſhould read Lam to them that wrot it by their 
Plut. in ſide, ù bονν i ve erpirus FięuõHhαftẽ e ννανν“ 
; Ward in a ſort) neceſſitates irregularities, not 
only againſt Civil, but even Military Laws. Mar- 
tial Law, ſaith one, is as great a Saſcecifme, as 
Martial peace. 

Thence, when God threatneth war to his peo- 
ple, he tells them, that Military Inſolency hall 
caſt contempt upon Civil Magiſtracy, they ſpall 
ſmite the Fudge of Iſrael with a rod when the checke, 
Micah 5. I. And when he cals for that Judgmenc 
upon a people, he is ſaid to invite the beaſti of the 
Fiel to devour, ia. $6.9. There is a kind of euſto- 
mary ferity bred in the minds of men, by conſtant, 
and familiar converſe with inſtruments of death 
and violence, which will not eaſily be charmed 
into a le ſubmiſſion to civil reſtraints, 
though the moſt diſcreet Magiſtrate eh arm never 
J. wiſely. Far be it from me, to aſperſe the perſons 
of any of that profeſſion among us. I can truly 
ſay of divers of them, what Tertullus ſaid fl at- 
teringly, concerning Felix the Governeur of 
Fndaa,by them we enjoy great quietneſ3, which we 
cannot but accept — and in all places with 

| much 


himſelf, among the people) higher by the ſhoul- | 
ders. 


| 
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of Davids Government. 

much thankefulneſ3, Aft. 2 4.2,3. But I peak of the 
influences of thar profeſſion upon —— 
of thoſe that proteſſe it, and the people living 
under the exerciſe of it. Adilitaribw animis, (ſays 
Saluſt) adbibenda foments ut pace ferre velins. I 
dare ſay, your Lordſhips experience can teftifie, 
that moſtof thoſe that make a trade of the high- 
way, are the reliques of routed and diibanded 
Forces, (who like the unjuſt Steward)cannot dig, 
_ to beg are oſbamed,' and therefore follow that 
trade. 

2. The maintaining ef a fadlion oppoſite to the 
faithful Prophets and Prieſts of the Lord, Samuel 
for many years before Soxl; death was laid aſide, 
as a man of too rigid a fpirit for ., defigns; 
and Abimeleob and the Prieſſs were Jooked upon 
as confederate with David, and upon the inſor- 
mation of a treacherous Doeg, murthered upon 
ſuſpicion thereof. And no wonder, if they that 
* fo bold, as to trample upon the Am- 

adours of God, make as bold with the Laws 
and Ordinances of man. I am ſure, in Godsjuft 
judgment, Civil confuuſions have uſed to accom- 
pany Eburch confaſions ; when Judeb in Abijebs 
time was witheut « teaching Prieft, they were alſo 
without peace, they went in and out of their own 
Houſes with hazard of their lives, 2 Chron. 15. 3. 
Lem glad, we of this Nation are at laſt grown 
ſo wiſe as to fee that Charch-Levelling needs no- 
thing but a power to its will to introduce Ss 
Levelling too; and that the Honexreble Robes of 
Magiftracy and Law are at the barre of many 
mens ignorant and ſotciſh fury, no leſsguiley of 
Ancickriftianiſm,then the contemprible AT” 

O 
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The Firſt-fruits 


tain Gods Ordinances, God will theirs. 


comes to hand.) 
I will ſay unto the fools, & e. Obſerve, 


baud levioribar remediis reſtinguendus 
libidinibus ardeſeit, (ayes Tacitus. Sti 


4 


of the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. Aſſure your ſelves, 
My Lord, and you of the worſbipful Bench, that 
tis only the awe of Conſcience th at ſubdues the 
fury, and rage of mens luſts; your Proviſions of 
Law are a lower bank, which theſe violent wayes 4. 
will quickly break over, when once they ſwell } 
above thoſe ſacred main banks of Religious 
Principles and Inſtitutions. Let: Aagiſtrates main · 


In this caſe David found the Kingdom, a kind 
of wilderneſs of wild beaſts. And therefore we 
need not wonder at his reſolution of a ſevere re- 
formation, of ſetting the nets and toils of good 
Laws to take them, (my next head which now 


Inſelent offenders muſt be curbed with a reſolute ſeve- 
rity. All diſeaſes(ſay Phyſitians of greateſt note 
are cured by contraries. And (by conſequence) 
che diſeaſes of the body Politick occaſioned by 
remĩſſneſi require more rough and churliſh Phy- 
ſick to remove them. Ne corporis quidem morbos, 
deterei e dim anctos niſi per dera c aſders coercess: 
u, & corrumpens, æger & flagrans animus 


quam 


necked 
Colts will not be managed with a ſlack rein. Let 
David come to the Throne with never ſo much 
reſolution, yet he will find enough to do when 
he comes to act that reſolution. He will find cauſe 
to complain that the ſons of Zervieb are too ſtrong 
for bim, 2 Sem.3.39, Wherefore he is fain to die in 
their debt, and to leave it upon his ſon Solomon 
to diſcharge, 1 Kings 2. 5, And when he goes 


out 


| Davids Uovernment. 
out of the world his laſt words back his fiſt re- 
ſolution,2 Sam.23.6,7. But the ſons of Belial, &c. 

In ſuch caſes, a Magiſtrate had need to ſharpen 
the ſword of Juſtice with the file of ceſolution; 
Fiat juſtitia, ruat cælum. Come what will, or can 
come, he mult be armed againſt it with a fixed 
purpoſe of getting the enemies ground, or dying 
unon his own: of gaining the horſe, or loſing 
the ſaddie, ſawing off the burns of theſe wilde 
beaſts,or being gared by them. He muſt reſolve to 
be the Champion of Juſtice whiles he can, and 
when he can no longer be ſo, he myſt become her 
Martyr. 

A Judges beart and his robes muſt be both dyed 
in gr. in, elſe the colour of the one, and the courage 
of the other will quickly fade. Good Miniſters 
ſhould have the Motto of Aarons Miter written 
upon their fore-heade, Holineſs to the Lord; and 

agiſtrates ſhould have written upon their 
hearts, what Adoſes had on his, Reſolution: for the 
Lord. This alone will fortiſie a man againſt all 
mollifying conſiderations. Thus the Sons of Le- 
vicamearmed to execute the vengeance of the 
Lord againſt Idolater:, Deut. 3 3 9. compared with 
Exad. 3 2.2 6, 27, 2 8. But when doch David reſolve 
to put theſe reſolves in execution? Even as ſoon 
as the reins of government are put into his hand. 
As ſoon as he receives che Congregatiqn, v. 2. And 
leſt we ſhould think this was the iſſue of ſome 
haſty thoughts, which upon better advice he 
would ſee cauſe not to ſtand to; you ſhall hear 
him back it in another Pſalm, I wil early deſtroy 
«ll the wicked of the Land, Pla. 101. alt. Obſerve, 
(from the time ) | 

B That 


e Farſt-jruts 

That Magiſtrater reforming reſolutions muſt be 
ſpar dily and effectually proſecuted. For, 

1. Good relolutions will cool again, when they 
are off from the tice of a preſent good mood, ij 
they be not ſpeedily put in execution. 

2. Delays in this caſe are dangerous; when the 
fire once gets to the houſe top, the leaſt delay will 
quickly render it unquenchable. If a imall Army 

be ſaffered to entrench, and vidual tbemſelvet, a 
great ſtrength will have enough to do to con- 
quer them. | 

If the Sea hreał in upon a Land, it may be at 
the firft a litele la our will repair the bank; but if 
it be negieRcd bn. a f:wdayes, all the Country 

= cannot turn ie out again. [ 
1 Novi eg quad primo fuerat medicabile valnus. 
. Neglettum longæ damna tuliſſe more. & 
2 Tim,z, Wickedneſs will ſpread 4 Gangrene, (and e- 
7 ſpecially that which the Apoſtle ſpeaks or in that 
place, Hereſie) and toleration makes it incurable. 

3. Opportunities and ſeaſons of doing good. 
are not in our hands, but Gods. This is ibe 
ground of that advice of Afordecai to Heſter, Who { 

| knoweth but tb t thou art come to the Kingdom for 0 
£ ſuch a time at this ? Heſter 4. 13. t 


; 


' And this leads me to the ſecond general part h 
7 of my Text, ibe ground of Davids reſolution, | For h 
promotion com e h neither from the Eaſt, & e.] em 

I Which words are an vniverſal negation of crea · 
ture- power in the managery of State affaires, cg 
further then Gods Providence co- operates with G. 
it. Alen are apt to expel? advancement from ſecond | noi 


4 cauſer. Politicians uſe to have their Engines at 
work in all Quarters. Such corceſpondencies in 
che 


of Davids Uogernment- 
the Eaſt, and ſuch in the Weſt, &. And they are 
apt to conclude, if but ſuch or ſuch a deſigntake 
Fo of many) that makes for their advantage. 
nd when their piors are ſpoiled in one part, 
yer they maintain hope from another quarter of 
the world. And indeed, Tl i is the ſpring of all 
manner of irregular compllances, wich thoſe from 
whom we expect furtherance in our deſigns, that 
we look upon them, as ouradvancers. Thence 
(ſaich Solomon) many ſeek the Rulers favour, Prov. 
29. 26. and thit with ſordid and horrid en- 
croachments upon the jprinciples of ingenuity 
and conſcience, licking up the very ſpittle of 
great ones, (as is reported of Dyoniſias his flat 
terers) and conforming to their very vices and 
imperfections, as is reported of A/:xanders cour- 
& tiers, that imitated his wry neck. 2 
And in the laſt Kings reign, in the encroach- 
ments upon the publique lidercy by Ship-money 
and Monopolies, His Judges,(all but one or two 
that went with honour td their graves) perſwa. 
ded him 'cwas Law, and his Divines 'cwas Con» 
ſcience. As if they had both been of the mind of 
Cambyſes his Councellors, who adviſing with 
chem in a caſe of inceſtuous marriage, they told 
him all che Statute Law of the Land was againft 
him; but there was another Law, chat the King 
might do what he would. . | 
Now the ready way to kgep wen from irregular 
cnerſes for advancement, is to perſwade them, (Othat 
God would do it):bei vain is the belp of man. Tru 
uot in Princes, nor in the ſon of man, (ſaith Devid) 
in whom there is no help, P ſal. 1 46.3. _ To 
And, Carſed be be that maketh fleſb bis arm, and 
3 2 


whoſe 


pal. 58. from the Sheep- coat, from following the Ex great 


71. 


Jud. 5. 11 ſlave, to a Royal Favorite. A Gidon, from a thre- 


Iſa. 41. 
15. 


e Fiſt- fruit: 
whoſe beart departetb from th: Lord. Creature : con- 
fidence is the mother of Apoſtaſie, and deſeat- 
ment, Jer. 17.5, 6. 

But where then is the ſpring of preferment? And 
from what Fountain doth ict flow ? The laſt part 
of my Text tells you, God is the Judge, be 
down ens, and ſcuteib up anotber. Of which in a few 
words, and then I {hall diſmiſs you with a word 
or two by way of application to the preſent 
occaſion. Obſerve hence, 

All th: Tranſlations of Civi! power in the world, 
are ibe effcGis of a Divine, and that,e juſt Providence. 
God works theſe changes, and that as a Judge, in 
a judicial way. 

There is nothing in the world of more com- 
mon obſervatisn, and leſs ſolemn and ſanQitied 
meditation, then che various turnings of the 
wheel of Providence. One while,a David taken 


with ycung, and advanced (in Homer, phraſe) | 
eic wog N, to be a Sbepberd of men,his Sheep- 
hook changed into a Scepter, and his ſeat of turf 
to a Royal throne. A F:ſeph from an impriſoned | 


fhing floor, raiſcd to be a Saviour of Ißael, and | 
his ebreſbing inſtrument of wood, changed into one 
of iron, to threſþ the mountains, as God himſelf | 
phraſeth it. Heſter a poor captive maid,advanced F 
to a royal bed, Hef. 2. 6,17. And in prophane 
ſtories, a Dictator from the Plough, and an Em- 
perour from the hog- trough, a third from keep- 
ing the Cowes, &c. And our Hen. the 8. took his 
two great favourites, the one from the Slaughter- 
houſe, and the other from the Forge. = 
5 . A 


ih, AM 


/ 9 - CK E873, TD. A * ' 
On the other ſide, Adonibexe a mighty Prince ; 
made Fellow-Commoner as” the Dogs; and ny, 


Nebuebadaexxar, a mightly Conquerour,and one 28. 
n that lifced his horn to a great height, turned a 


grazing with the Oxen; and Herod in his moſt 
ſumptuous apparel, and amidſt the ſhouts and ac- 
elamations of his people, reduced froma concei- 

ted God, to be the meſt loathſome of men; a li- Acts 12. 
ving carrion, arreſted by the vileſt of creatures, 28 
upon the ſuit of his affronted Creator. A great 
Haan ſeaſted with the 2 day, and made 

a feaſt for Crowes the next, Heſt. 7. 10. 

And in humane ſtories, who knows not that r . 
one of the greateſt Commander s in the world, bs 
was carried about in an lron- grate, to bea foot- 
ſtool to an inſulting Conquerour? That Beli ſari- 
us the famouſeſt General that the later Age of 
the Roman Empire knew,and in greateſt favour 
with Juſtinias his Prince, was reduced to that 
| want, that he was fainto beg for his living, Date 
obolun Biliſario. This is commonly the lot of 
reat Favourites, Fatum potentia raro ſempiternæ, 

6 ſayes Tacitus) quippe ſatias capit ant illos cum om- 
nia tribuer unt, aut bgs eum nibil reliquum eft quod 
ans. The common fate of worldly prefer- 
ment, that is ſeldome laſts, Princes being either 
cloy'd with giving theic favors, or ſubjects with 
receiving them; when they have no more to 
give, nor theſe to receiyc. 
And in our dayes, theſe changes and revolu; i- 
ons of the wheel of Providence have been ordi- 


| näry. 

q We have ſeen in one Roy Family, (and that 
one of the moſt eminent in theſe parts of the 
B 3 world) 


f Hel. 


r r — a 


e Fiiſt-fruits 
world )a great and puiſſanc Monarch, in the face 
of the San, at noon-day, at the gate of his own 
Palace,in the moſt populous City of theſe three 
Nations, in the midſt ef thouſands of his paſh- 
onate well-wiſhecs, and z-alous partizane, lay - 
ing his head upon a fatal block; three Queen of 
his line and alliance, reduced to the Contributi- 
on of Forai 
numercus iffue of the ſame family, cruſhed un- 
der the ſame wheel of Providence, in whom not 
many years ſince theſe Nations rejoyced, as the 
budding hopes of an uninterrupted ſucceſſion. 

We have ſeen a Pariiement, the darling of the 
people, ſitting under the protection of a perpe* 
wal AR, crumbled into plecer,and at laft wholly 
diſſolved with the crwcifige of that very people, 
that a few years ſince cryed Hoſamna, and pro- 
ſtrated their very hearts at their feet, to pave 

. them a triumphant entrance into thar truſt they 
had elected them unto. 

We have ſeen a formidable Aſrteor of Policy 


lately elevated to a great height of confidence 


and preſumption, lifiing up the born m bigb, or 

| » e (na Learned Few reads the words) againſt the 

Ne gb God, and ſpeaking with a ſtiſſe ve, caught 
like Abrabam Ram, by the born im a buſh, and 
made a juſt ſacrifice to the ſcorn and contempr 
of all men; and their Arm withered in the very 
act, for ſtretching them our againft the Prophets 
of the Lord. 

In a word, ſuch changes of publique affairs, as 
if the ſtarres, or thoſ: that pretend to great fa» 
miliarity with them, had been but ordinary Pro- 
phete, they could not have overſeen, without an 

in- 


ert, for a mean ſubſiſtence; and a 
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inexcuſable neglet. Such wonder ſul, and n. o- 
mentous Providences as all Fxrope is concerned 
in, ſhould not in my judgement have been ow it- 
ted among our Calculators, (who arc et leiſure 
to take abundant notice of (har farie mere in- 
conſiderable thing) tbe Clergy) except polity 
they calculated the Common- wealths Nacivi. y 
upon black Munday, when they had not light The 
enough to ere; their Scheme. However at che day of 
preſent, let them paſſe with this mem. o, that i: the 8 
x 118 for vain man, to know the timer and ſeaſoni, 1 __ 
which the F atber bath kept in bis own Der; end conccr- 
that undoubtedly, God Almighty is better ale ning 
to keep his own counſel, then to acquaint the Which 
Starres with ſuch affairs, or at leaſt their Secreta- n ar- 
ries, who make a livelihood of blabbing a!! that 1 
they know, and more too. But ((o leave this di fucatæd 
greſſion.) ä uch mõ- 

This is. that great Truth, which Scripture fo cus 
much inculcates upon men, that (it ſeems) ar = kneſe 
very {low ot heart to belecve ir. How often doth (o. 
God tell us this truth, in various forins of «x MY 

ons? That be raiſeth the poor out of the duſt, ard vent. 

lifteth ebe needy from th: dunghil, that be m ay ſer biz: Acts 1. 
with Princes, Plal.113.7. That be poxretb contempt 
upon Princes, and maketb them to wander in ihe 
milderneſſe, whiles (on the other ſide) he fei. 
tha. poor ou bigh,Plal. 107. 41,42. that her- iſcih 1/:: 
beggar from ths danghill, and msketh bim tu inberit 
the Crowe of glory, becauſe the pillars of the earth 
are bis, 1 Sam. 2. 7,8. that he cut off the ſpirit j 
Princes, and is terrible to all the Kings of th: eartl, 
Pal. 76. 12. 

Inſomuch, that ic ſeems wonderful to me, 

B 4 chat 
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that (after ſo much clear con viction, both from 
Scripture and expericnce) che luſtre of preſenc 
greatneſs ſhculd uſually ſo blinde the eyes of | 
great ones, and flatter them with a perſwaſion | 
of irumunity from theſe changes, as it doth. I hat 
their inward thong ſhould ſtill be, (that wbich V 
0 this Pſalmiſt notes, as a great folly, That 1rbeir | 
if | bouſes ſball continue for ever, and their dwelling pla- 
ces to all generations, P.al. 49. 11. That they con- 
ceirtheir mountain to be lo ſtrong, that they (ball 
i never be moved, Plal. 30.679. | 
Fi That when men caſt about all manner of ways | 
[f for advancement, they ſhould not ſo much as 
think of God; nay, that they ſhould entertain an 
41 Atheiſtical conceit, that a conſcientious wal: 
king with God, is the only way to ſpoil their 
preferment. (As if indeed that which Bala told 
% Bala am, u ho was a little too nice for his deſign, 
Num. ag. yere true, that the Lord keeps men from bonecur.) 
We f 
© That he that wil be great, muſt have a conſcience 
as Jarge as his deſigns, left being too ſtraight- 
Jaced,ir cauſe miſcarriage. That ſceming good | 
ſtould be 2ccounted a more ready road to great · 
neſs, then heing ſo. Surely, did men believe God 
to be the Soveraign Diſpoſer of all prefermente, 
they would in reaſon be able to conclude, that 
he would advance his own ſervants rather then 
o hers, if advancement be good for them. But } 
becaufe men do not cordially believe this Truth, | 
therefore they neglect him, and proſticute their 
conſciences to the baſe luſts of others. Inſomuch 
that a man would think, when he reads the ſto- 
ries of ſome great Politicians lives, that the 
Devil and they had ſtruck a bargain upon the 
| terms, 


——— 
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terms which our Saviour refuſed. Lake 4. 6. All 
this power will I give thee, and the glory of theſe 
Kingdom, for that is deliveredio un, and to whomſ>= 
ever I will, I give iti. If therefore thaw wik worſbip 


, all (ball be tbine. Or, that they had been bred 


with that great French Courtier, that choſe a 
art in Paris, before a part in Paadiſe. Or, Laſt- 
y, that they had learned thoſe Heathen Poli- 


_ ticks of 
FleBere fi nequeo ſuperor Aeberonta movebo; Virg. 
n | 
Varo, —— digits berebrare ſalinum Pe. j 


Contentus perages, f8 vivere cum Jove temdis. 

How much better were it for men to keep Gods 
bigh way to greatneſs, which'though it may ſeem 
the farther way eboxt to them that are in haſte, yet 
(conſidering, that be ba meketh boſte to be rich 


- cannot be innocent, as Solomon (ayer, Prov. 28. 20. 


and that they that purchaſe the whole world with 
the loſſe of their own ſauli, get nothing, when a 
dying conſcience caſts up their accounts, ſatth. 
16. 26.) iris the nearer way by farre; Eſpecially 
when we have Gods ſolemn engagement for ir, 
that tboſe that bonowr bim, be will bonour, and they 
that deſpiſe bim ſball be ſleighth eſteemed, 1 Sam. 
vo 30. | 

Laſtly, (confdering this Truth) I can- 
not but wonder at the ſpiric Se the 2 are 
of, who in ſuch changes, as fall out againſt the 
grain of their expectationa, carry themſelves, ra- 
ther like Atheiſts then Chriſtians under them. 

3. Sometimes in a pet at God himſelf, throw- 
ing off that maak of Religion; which they had 
hoped might have advantaged them; and —_— 

t 
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this ci i from the Lord,they are reſolved to wait 
upon bim no longer, like that wicked Prince, who 
is branded upon record for that ungodly reſo- 
lution, 2 Kings 6. 33. How many have all Ages 
of che Church known, who becauſe they could 
not obtain their deſigned greatneſs, by proteſſion 
of Orthodoxy and Piety, have attempted to re. 
cover it by Apoſtacy and Perſecution ? 

2. And ſometimes in a furious and Diaboli- 
cal rage, ſuming and foaming againſt the Inftru- 
ments cauſing or occaſioning them. How famili- 
ara thing hat ic been with our deboiſt gallan- 
try in theſe late years, to drink healchs to the 
confuſion of this party, and that party, to curſe, 
and devote to the Devil ſuch and ſuch men, as 
the Authors or Promoters of thoſe events, they 
ftorm at ? | 

Not conſidering, that(as we ſay )ebe Fox never 
fares better then wen be it curſed ; nor, that the 
worſt of men, in the worſt atieas, do but Mid- 


wife Gods fecret intendments, that the crucify- 
ing of the Lordof glory, was indeed the pre- deter- 
mined exenſel of God, Act. 28. though the ſin of 
that wicked act were che guilt of thoſe that 
acted therein : nor that their own fins impower 
thoſe imſtruments,thas thus thwart their deſigns 
and that when God makes fuch changes, he doth 
it 4 Fudge, for the juſt puniſhmenc of thoſe 


whom he afflicts thereby. Which opens a door to 


the laſt branch of this laſt part ofthe Text, 
God i abe Judge. 6 
Waence obſar ve, 
The greateſt changes in the world are judicial ats 
of Gods Providence.Not meer alte ag 4 
| whic 


* 


of awe a 
which God acts by Prerogative, although it be 
his Prerogative ſonietimes fo to act. Whence 
(although God uſe arguments from this Prero- 
gative, to ſilence our cavils, in thoſe great diffe- 
rences which he makes between one man and 
another; eſpecially in relation to ſalvation and 
damnation, wherein the Apoſtles anſwer heth 
hitherto among ſerious and ſolid Chriſtians, 
been judged ſarisfaQtory. Hath not the Potter power 
over the elay, Nc Kom.9.12-Nay,and even in State- 
changes. he makes uſe of the ſame ſimilitude. Fer. 
16. 8. Vet, ) he hath a rule of juſtice which he 
commonly walks by; not only that ſcere: will of 
hie which makes things juſt, becauſe he wills 
them; but alſo that revealed Lew of righteowſneſ?, 
which he hath laid down in his Word. So that 
it may be truly ſaid, (as to us and our demeries ) 
that no man loſeth honour or eſtate, but he that 
firſt forfeits it. If God caſt out the Canaanitet, & 


"23 


bring Iſ-eel in to tread upon the necks of their Gen-15. 
Kings, it is when their iniquitics ere full; and if ©: 


God reject Saul, it is becauſe he rejeas God firſt ; 
and if he make the ſons of Eli vile, it js becauſe 
they made them vile, and made his ſacrifice to 
be abbered. And even Fob himſelf (though he 


1 Sam. 
$5.50: 
18am. 3, 
13. 


were a fingular 1 his abaſement was 


rather a deſign to do him good, then a puniſh- 
ment for any notorious evil, yet )dares not plead 
his own ee except in the particulars 
which his friends charged him withal, injuſtice 
and hypocrifie, Fob 9. 14, 15. 

But the cauſes of ſuch Judgements are not al- 
ways diſcernible to others, no,nor(it may be)eo 
the men themſelves, that are the ſubjects of them, 


(though 


| I Kings 
11. 31. 


all as they did. 


though godly,) and theretore( even as Fob him 

elf ) ic was good counſel that he ſhould ſay to 
the Lord, Sbem me wherefore thou aontendeſt with 
we Job 10. 2. and, II baue dine iniquity,I will do 
ſo no more, Job 34.31, 3 2. — 

Sometimes, they are the ſins of the firſt Foun- 
ders of a Family that entail forfeĩtures upon 
sheir poſterity:As in the caſe of Febx,who doing 
Gods work with a ſpirit of private revenge, cuts 
off the ſucceſſion from his line afcer four genera: 
tions, 2 Kings 10.30. Hoſ. 1.4. 

And in the caſe of Iſpboſbetb, whoſe Title to 
the Crown of Iſrael Sau forfeited, ic may be 
before he was born, at leaſt before he poſſeſſed 
it. . 

Sometimes the ſins of an immediate k 
and he godly too, as in the caſe of El; and his 
poſterĩty, may entail an affliction. So in the caſe 
of Soloman and his poſterity, the Kings of Ju- 
_ Reboboam loſt ten Tribes for his Fathers 

inne. 
Sometimes it is for the fins of the people upon 
whom ſuch changes have an influence. As when 
God faith in Heſ. 13.11. I beve given them Kings 


in mine anger, and have talen them oway in my 


wrath. See allo Ia. 3. 1, 2.3, 4. 

And (in my judgement) this very conſiderat!- 
on ſhould move all perſons under any employ- 
ment, to lay out their utmoſt intereſts and abili- 
ties for God. The Wheel of Providence is pe 
tually turning, the higheſt ſpokes will — 
be lower. He that put down ſome for male - ad 


miniſtcation, will (as he can) put _ 


with 
Sure- 


you adminifter the affairs you are intru 
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Surely Devia had often ſuch thoughts. If Soul 
were caſt off, becauſe he ſpared where God bade 
him ſtrike, becauſe he permitted wickedneſs to 
range unbridled over the Nation, and to liſt up 
the horn on high, God will lay me aſide too, it l 
follow his ſteps · Therefore I will ſay, &c. 

It is that that concerns moſt of us ſeriouſly to 
conſider. 

As for the AMAiniſtry, God hath poured con- 
tempt upon them in an abundance meaſure; and 
truly, conſidering what a company of ignorant, 
ſfordid,ſoetiſh,lazy, Popiſh fellows, walk up and 
down in/ the garb of that profeſſion, 1 wonder 
that errour, and ſacriledge, haveproceeded no 
farther againſt them, then they have. Can any 
expect, but God ſhould forſake his Sanctuary, 
when the Prieſts make his ſacrifices to be ab- 
horred? | 

For my part, I am as zealous for the Calling 
and Maintenance of the Miniftery of Exglond, as 
any that hears me can be. But I deſire thoſe of m 
brethren here preſent this day, to be — 
chat whatever contempt hath been or may be 
poured upon that reverend Calling, ſome of 
their owne profeſſion have occaſionally been 
guilty of. 

And, as for the Gentry, I beleeve there is ſcarce 
2 Noble Family in che whole Nation at this 
time, but God hath during theſe laſt croubles, 
brought under ſome diſparagement, or diminu» 
tion, or both. 

For my part, I can ſay from my heart, that 1 
have not a levelling ſpirit, and I ahink ic a ſad 
Judgement to a people, when tbey that were 

brongbe 
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brought 7 in ſcarlet imbrace dungbi 
God preſerve civil diſtinfionsin England. 


themſelves conceruing thegauſe of it. 


30. 


God hath brought Nobility and Gentry Tow in 
Euglaud, and if they walk in the ſinnes of their 
Families, which commonly havebeen, and yet 
| are in moſt places, (a few only excepted) pride, 
| wantonne ſſe, drun kenn ſſe. (wearing, gaming, and all 
manner of d:bsuchery; oppreſſing their poor neighbors, 
and Tenanis,S:mmniacal and S:crileyions encroach- 
ment non Church-maintenance, j yned with che- 
rept of Gad, big Miniſters, and Ordinances, let 
them be aſſured God will bring them lower; he 
will reverſe their Eſchucheons , Freaks their 
ſwords.and cut off their ſpurres, and bring ſuch a 
rot into their families, that their dwelling places 
ſhall know them no more. ; 

Your hearts are ready to fay{l know ) as they 
did, when Chriſt told them God would tale a- 
Tak. 25. way bi; Vineyard from them, and let it ont 19 other 
„. husband men. God forbid. And for my part, I 
heartily joyn with you in that prayer, fo Gods 
Honour and his Truth may be ſaved; otherwiſe, 
7 let all the Titles in the world go for me. Better 
. the pride of mans glory ſhould be ſtained, then 
| God any way diſparaged. For a remedy of theſe 


evils, 


Is * Lam. 4. 5. 


But, O that God would give them hearts to 
conſider the juſtice of his proceedinge, in the ſe- 
verity of his dealing with them, and to examine 
Shall f 
help you a little to finde it out? Look upon tlic 

reat Charter, the Seripture · Pa tent, by which (ag 
to God) all men hold their honours, 1 Sm. 2. 
Have you not diſhonoured God the more, 
for the power he hath given you above others ? 


' OF Dach oe een. 
evils, Ibeſeech you, (Sirs) let my counſel be ac- 
cepted of you. For Gods lake, and your own, and 
your poſterities ſake, Get the true knowledge ard 
the fear of God into your Families; do mot meaintaine 
a company of Rufen, Drunkards, Smearers, and 
unclean wretcbes,in your Livery; uſe them t1 Reading, 
Prayer, Repetition of Sermans,# boſe contern: 2 exerci- 
fes of true aud res! god.ineſſe 0 ride abrnad, anden 
caurage hmeſt Lecinres, and bring your Tenants in ly 
your example, who ſeldame one to Heaven or Hell, łui 
n their Landlords lead them. Get Bibles and Catc- 
cbiſmes, and Boks of Praflical Divinity,as Pei k ins, 
Preſton, Reynolds, Sibe, Bolton, Greenham, &.. 
into your houſes, in ſtead of Cards and Dice, and 
' Tables; reftore(if it be to be known) whrs ſicril- 
eon bits any of your Anceftners have devoured, give 

more #0 @ godly Mini ſter to maim ain bim, then ts 4 
d. unken Huntſman or F alconer; let not the Goſpel le 
cheaper to you then your pleaſures. Think nt leſi Re'i- 
gien will carry a Gentleman to Heaven, then à pore 
Labourer. Nay, I tell you be bad need of more, if Chriſt 
may be believed, Mat. 9. 24. 
If I amplainer with you then you deſire, 1 
pray forgive me this wrong, ſeeing Ido it for 
your good. 
My Apology for it is that of S luſt. when he 
hadript open the vices of his timet, Inu nulla 
oratte ledere poteſt; quippe vera, neceſſe eſt bene pra- — 4 l 
dicet, falſam illius vita more ſque facile ſuperant. Faun K 
And now the Publique ſolemnĩty ofhis dayes* 
meeting, calls for ſome particular addreſſes to 
thoſe for whoſe ſake I was called hither. And 
they ſhall be very brief, becauſe I am loath to be 
your hinderance from yeur publick buſineſſes. 
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And firſt of all, my buſineſſe is to you, Ady ; 
Lord, concerning whom, though I am a ſtranger 
to your face and acquaintance,yct the reputation 
you have among good men, where you are moſt 
known, emboldens me to ſay as the Apotile Paul 
in another caſe concerning the Corizthians, th at 
your forwardneſſe of mind: is ſuch, that it is ſome- 
tbing ſuperfluous for me to exhort you: and let 
1. me adde ( trom him alſo) thus much, that Ihope 
you will ſbew the proofc of your love to Religion 
and Jaltice, and of our booſting on youre bebalſe. 
Onely Ibeſcech you to give me leave faithfully to 
repreſent to you the ſtate of the County you 
have now to doe withall, that ſo your forward © 
minde may have ſufficient matter co worke up | | 


O 


14 


Judge 


n. 
And firſt of all, (y Lord) as to Religion, l know | 
not what we areʒl am ſure very few of us are what | 
nom We ſhould bee. But for this little Town ,where | 
4 ma your preſene imployment lies: I ſpeake my 
will ere thoughts freely, without ſpleen, or paſſion, that 
long be a [ verily perſwade my ſelfe, if all Awguſtines, and | 
publique Epiphanius s Catalogues of Hereſies were loſt.and . f 
en All other ancient and moderne Records ia that J 
ha the kinde,yet it were no hard matter to reſtore them 
evidence With conſiderable enlargements from hence. We 
of ſundry have Anabaptiſme, Familiſme, Socinianiſme, Pe- 
Oath, 45 lagianiſme, Raunting, (and what not?) and the 
rns of Devil is ſerved in Heterodoxe Aſſemblies as fre- E 
.quentlyas God in ours. There is one of the moſt 
Charge, eminent Church-Livings in this County po- 
ſeſſed by ablafphemer;and one in whoſe houle, I u 
beleeve ſome here can teſtiſie, the Devil is viſibly tc 
faichfull às familiar, as any one of the family. And _ w 
ene 
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the bornt of theſe beaſts never be pared off by the 
Civill Magiſtrate? My Lord, I beſeech you act, 
(1know you will) to the uttermoſt of your 
power to reſtraine theſe unruly beaſte, and where 
you want power, repreſent that want to thoſe 
thite can beſtow it. and I hope by this time they ſee 
neted enough to do fo themſelves. 

- Av for Civill Aﬀaires, we have (bleſſed bee 
:  God)ſome among us, that would be zealous and 
| Faithfull in the Offices they are intruſted withal, 
it they might be borne out in ſo dolng. Wee had 
the laft yeare a few active Officers, and no leſſe 
then three ot foure vexatious ſuits, and ſome of 
them le may be) may come before your Lordſhip 
this Aﬀiſes, commenced againſt them by notori- 

| ous offenders, for pretended irregularity in ſome 
ric ſtances. 

t | My Lord,ybu have one ſuite before you(at the 

© leaft )fromi the iſſue whereofthe whole County 
7 wilfcvlleQ whether they may dare to doe Ja- 
© ſtice, or no. Surely, if Humane Lew-givers 
dee like the Divine, no mau ſhonld bee; puni- 
1. ſhed for too much zeale in the execution ot the 


& LW. 


1, My Lord, Drunkenneſſe is growne more im- Theft. 


c| pudent among us, then it was in Saint au 7 5. 3. 
tine. And our Officers dare not meddle with 
a Guan Drunkard, for feare of an Action of 


Battery. 

t And for Sabbath-breakers;would God we hal 
- | Magiſtrates among us of Nebemiabs tenper, that 
|. would contend with them, & lay bands upon them 


y' too. I am in hope, a word from your Lord(hi Neh. 13, 
i would doe much eowards the execution of thoſe 


C AQs 


Ads and Ordinances that concern that buſineſſe. 
Here be inſolent Robbers; aboue the Countrey, 
almoſt every where; ſcarce a Gentlemans, or 
other able mans houſe round about this Town, 
but hath been aſſaulted, or threatned ac leaſt, 
and ('tis ſaid) there is a Corporation of them. 


I hope Juſtice will make ſome ot them free of 


the Hang-mans Corporation, for a terror te 0- 
„„ 

As for you Gentlemen, that are of the Com- 
miſſion" of tbe peace, | doe ſomewhat pleaſe my 
ſelte, that I can now call the moſt of you confi- 
dently by that name. We were like to have had 
(not long ſince) a Linſey-wolſey Heterogenzgous 
Brrcb, ſuch as the Adedley · Conftitintion of thoſe 
times would allow. And indeed it was not to 


be expected, but that thoſe that endeavoured the 


cx:riparion of the 22 to ſet up Feroboams 
Pri:ſts, (hould diſcard the Gentry, and fill their 
ſears with John of Leydens Dukes, both of the 


ſame ſtuffe, the meaneſt of the people. 


(Theugh I would not hereby diſparage thoſe 


whoſe knowne worth makes them eſteemed in 
the Countrey, who have the thing which firſt 
gave Nobility; and are as fit to begin a line of 
Honour to be continued to their poſterity, as 
thoſe from whom our preſent Gentry deſcend. 
Pur I conceive, that ſuch mixtures, except very 
ſparingly made, and that upon weighty conlide- 
rations, much prejudice the eſteeme of Authority 
to the people.) 

I beſcech you, honoured Sirs, do not think it 
enough to appere upon the Ber: ca or Ali zes and 
general Seſſionsbut appoint tr«uent,aud il and- 

ing 
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Ing Privy Seffions, to reitie (publique diſorders 

in the Countrey upon the place, to put downe 

Ale-bouſes the Devils Univerſities, where men pro- 

ceed Graduates in all manner of wickedncſſe; to 

, ſuppreſſc Drunkenneſſe, Swearingꝑ, Sabbath · brea- 

' king: and when inferiour Officers preſe nt ſuch 

offenders before you, doe not tell them by your 

ſleight entertainment of them, that you are of 
Gallir's minde,and care for none of : boſe things. 

I have heard ſome Officers complaine of late, 
that they are diſcouraged in that part of cheic 
office : they are zealous in taking bold of ſuch 
offenders, and when they come to the Juſtice 
he releaſeth them. He that (having your pow- 
er) does not cut off cheſe offenders horut wears 
them, yea, and will puſh with them alſo in time. 
I never knew any Magiſtrate indulging any ſin, 
but either he was guilty of it himſelfe, or more 
then ordinarily inclined to ic,had he ſutable op- 
portunity. 

An l you Grand Inqueſt- men, I am ſomewhat 
ignorant of your particular Function, but I con» 
ceive one main part of your buſineſſe ie, to make 
preſentment of choſe grievances, wherein the 

Countrey whom you repreſent, needs redreſſe. 
And I hope you will not forget two things, 
* whichl thinke to be of great concernment, the 
one is, want of Cburel- Government, without 
wich, Civill Government cannot be long pre- 
ſerved in a Chriſtian Common - wealth. Church- 

levelling, and State-levelling, are twins; onely 
t (like Jacob and Eſau) the one rough and hairy, 
| andnorſfo apt to be dandled and made much of 
4 by the Magiitrate, who uſually is tender in ſuch 
6 C2 things, 


| 9 
things as concern publique peace; but the other a 
n ore ſweet babe, which under the notion of 
tenderneſſe of Conſcience,and Chriſtian Liberty, 
hath been the tondling of former Governours, 
until] it had almoſt proved a Jacob, a Supplenter 
indeed, by exchanging the woice of Jacob, tor the 
bands of Eſau. 

The other is, Liberty of Propbecying, through 
the indulgenceof former Powers, grown to ſuck 
an height, that every whipping-boy, when he 
he hath gotten an Heretical notion or two by the 
end, hat impudence enough to intrude into any 
Pulpic to vent it; or elſe to draw aſide poor filly 
ſouls into corners, and infe& them there with- 
out controll. And ſome of them though they u- 
ſurpe the place of the Cleergy, yer if they ſhould 
fall into your hands, would not be capable of 
the priviledge of the Clergy,and hang for notbeing 
able to read. 

Friends, for Gods ſeke, for the Goſpels ſake, 


for your poor ſouls ſake, ſor your near relations 


ſake, ſome of whom are in perpetuall danger of 


being poiſoned, till your ſuperiours, as the voice 
of all that love the welfare of Yerſs/em in the 
County, that nothing is ſo intolerable, a 4 bonndleſſe 
Toler ati on. | 
Youof both Furies, take heed to your Oaths 
and Conſciences, and remember that be thet con- 
demneth the righteow, and be tbat acquinteth the 
wicked, are both an abomination to1be Lord. If any 


filly Cattel come before you, doe not gratifie a 
malicious proſecutor by ſaying their eres are 
harr abu where you finde horns indeed, ard thoſe | 


l3fted wp, and ſuch as have uſed to puſb in time 


paſt, | 


| peſt, you knowthe Law or God as well as man, 
' allowes you to return ſuch guilty. F 
I had almoſt forgotten you, Gentlemen of the 

Gown, and tis a wonder I ſhould, when I ſpoke 

of Levelling. I honour your profeſſion, ard there- 
y fore | will preſume to adventure a lirtle good 
counſell to your acceptance, without any other 
fee, then the teſtimony of a good Conſcience, in 
the diſcharge of my duty. Vu know that Law 

is the Sancti y of a free ſubject; for Gods fake, 
do not you be guilty of tui ning it into an In- 

vi ſition-houſe, where poor men caſes are ſo long 
Frerchel out upon the rack of needleſſe delayes, 
till both their purſe · ſtringe, and heert-ſirings 
crack. Surely, there is an evill report abrosd 
concerning ſome of you, that you betray the 
pri viledges of thus Sandluary; which makes many 
an honeſt man rather run all hazards, then flye 
thither for refuge. Its ſaid, ſome of you are li 
indented Pictures, which it ycu look on them 
ſeverall wayes, preſent you with ſeverall faces in 
done Table; ſuch as can take on both hands, of 
dne to ſpeak, and of another to hold their peace, 
or (as bad) to ſay nothirg ti the purpoſe. As 
Juries ſhould not by verdict, fo neither ſhould 

| Lawyers by pleading, turn eres into berns, and 

bern, into eares, repreſent a man or cauſe other- 
wiſe then they are. 

I know not to whom to recommend the care 
of the Pri, but to you all. Iknow itie the 
Sheriffes Priſon, but I know not how farre his 
power extends in the things that I am to move in 
order to its reſormation. At moſt, Sheriffs are 
anuall, 
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annuall, and cin take order but for their yeare; | 
but you,my Lord * the Bench, may reform for 
ity.  M | 
For my part, I looke upon Goals, as they are 
uſually furniſhed wich Keepers, as Houſes of In- 
fiction, and looſeneſſe, rather then houſes (as they 
ſhould be )of correction and reſtraint. I aſſure you, 
it hath ſadded my ſoule to heare, when I have 
come in and out to fee priſoners, the poore Fe- 
lons in the Dung on raunting and roaring, as if 
they were reſolved to walk by the Epicures prin. 
ciples, Lee us eat and drink, for to mirrow we ſhall © 
die. And I feare ſcarce any one comes within 
thoſe walls, but he is made ten times more tbe child 
of the Pruill iben be was befre. O that you, my 
Lord, and the Bench, would take ſome courſe that 
thoſe poore creatures that have not long to live, 
may be made fit to die, that they might be Cate- 
chized and Preached to. I heare there are places 
where the Priſons have a Preacher appointed and 
allowed upon the Sheriffes account. For God 
ſake, my Lord,and Gentlemen, let ſomething be 
done herein, that thoſe you condemn to the Gol- 
lat, may not be ſent to the Devil too. 

Laſtly, yen of the Countrey, that have buſineſſe 
with the Court, look to it, take heed of malice, 
perjury, and revenge. Youthat goto Law with 
one another, if for trifles, let fall your ſuits; the 
charges you put any one to in a vexatious uit, 
is ſo much money pickt out of his purſe, and it 
may be ſo much neceſſary ſuſtenance pluckt out 
of his poore wives and childrens bellies ; it for 


matters of moment, and your cauſe be juſt, 4 | 
| uſe 


o Davids Wowernwent. 
uſe mercy» charity, and moceraticn: 

Leſily, let ms all befeech the Lord, who is tbe 
Judge of Judges, as well ar King of Kings, end 
Lird of Lords, that he will be with ours in the 
Judge ment, that fo(tocloſe my Sei mon, with the 
cloſe of my Pialm) All tbe bens of the wiched may 
be cut «ff, Lu the bernd of ibe righteens may be ea. 


shed. 
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